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“Our practice is really an interdisciplinary partnership between 
behavioral science and architecture,” says Anne Valentino, drawing a 



clean line between what she does and what George Ranalli does—and 
how, together, they’ve blurred those lines into something singular.  

Partnership in marriage is tricky. Partnership in business is trickier. 
Combining both? Well, that usually ends in someone sleeping on the 
couch. But for Ranalli and Valentino, it’s become the backbone of 
decades of work that feels at once intellectual, practical, and—this 
might be the word they’d avoid—romantic. 

 

George Ranalli: The Builder of Ideas 
Born in the Bronx in 1946, Ranalli had his architectural “origin story” 
moment the first time he walked into Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Guggenheim. He studied at Pratt and Harvard before opening his own 
firm in 1977. From there, his career became a study in meticulous 
craft. 

He’s designed everything from the Saratoga Avenue Community 
Center in Brooklyn to lofts in Manhattan and even an ethereal concept 
for Toyota in Tokyo. But his real obsession? Context. “When people 
visit beautiful places like Paris or Tuscany,” Ranalli has said, “they take 
pictures of themselves in front of unique and beautiful buildings… not 
their natural surroundings.” Architecture, to him, isn’t background—it’s 
the stage on which life actually happens. 

 

He’s also an educator, shaping generations at Yale and City College of 
New York. And like any professor worth their salt, he loves a good 
debate: Is creativity and consistency mutually exclusive? His answer: “I 
never think of creativity and consistency in an inverse relationship… 
the work is always a substantial, craft-intensive, meticulous balance 
between the old and the new.” 

Translation: buildings can be inventive without being disposable. 



 

Anne Valentino: The Human in the Room 
While George obsesses over joints, beams, and proportions, Anne 
Valentino comes at architecture from a different lens—literally the 
brain’s lens. A neuropsychologist with more than three decades of 
experience, she studies how people respond to their surroundings. 

For her, architecture isn’t just about what it looks like—it’s about what 
it does to you. Does the rhythm of a hallway invite you forward or 
make you want to flee? Does light soothe or overstimulate? If George 
builds the room, Anne asks: Will you actually want to stay in it? 

This focus on the psychological undercurrent of space gives their 
work a layer of humanity. It’s not just structure. It’s memory, behavior, 
and rhythm. 

 
 

Together: Where Concrete Meets Consciousness 
Their collaborations—whether a civic building in Brooklyn or an unbuilt 
pool house designed for Philip Roth—feel like conversations. George 
starts the sentence with form; Anne finishes it with feeling. 

 

On their All Good Vibes podcast appearance, they spoke about how 
their work isn’t about merging disciplines but about questioning each 
other’s instincts. He’ll sketch a beam. She’ll ask how the light falls at 4 
p.m. in October. He’ll propose stone; she’ll counter with how cold that 
feels under bare feet. The back-and-forth isn’t compromise—it’s 
evolution. 

And somehow, the marriage survives it. Maybe thrives on it. 



 

The Secret Ingredient 
It’s tempting to brand them as a “power couple” in the architectural 
world, but that cheapens it. They’re not flashy. They’re not jet-setting 
for the cameras. They’re two people who’ve built a life around 
precision, empathy, and a fair amount of stubbornness. 

George once said he wanted to forge a connection with history, pulling 
from Scarpa, Kahn, and Sullivan. Anne, in turn, grounds that history in 
the present—reminding us that a building’s success isn’t measured in 
photos, but in the quiet way it shapes how you live your day. 

Together, they prove that architecture isn’t just about the materials we 
build with—it’s about the people we build for. And that maybe the real 
blueprint isn’t on paper at all, but in the rhythm of two minds working 
in sync. 
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